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Large multi-touch surfaces offer opportunities to explore how they can support collaboration and learming. The technology enables several
people to control and interact with the information on the same screen, simultaneously (Shen etal, 2009). This opportunity for joint control,
rather than the single point of control provided by a mouse or single touch screen, is clearly suited to collaboration around the table
surface (see Higgins, Mercier, Burd & Hatch, 2011). It provides new opportunities to explare how learners collaborate during educational
tasks in a digital environment. In this paper, we explore differences in interactions between groups working on a multi-touch table and
groups working on a paper-based version of the same task. This was intentionally an attempt to "computerise a hitherto pencil-and-paper
activity” (Noss, Healy & Hoyles, 1997) and an explicit stage in our programme of research. We particularly wanted to explore how the multi-
touch compared with similar paper-based activities as a starting point to develop more pedagogically effective activities with more complex
resources and interactions. However, as a new educational technology, understanding how learners use the multi-touch environment was
limited, so it was important to establish a baseline with activities comparable with those in traditional classrooms. This is to enahle
successful integration of these technologles into classroom settings and detailed attention o the "orchestration” of learning in such contexts
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