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Prevalenced  \perpacT (SUMMARY)

Body dissatisfaction has been related to low self-esteem and depression in adolescents. With regard to the current world wide rise in
childhood obesity and common stigmatization of adults and children with obesity, easy to use and cost effective measurements of body
dissatisfaction would be helpful in epidemiological research. In the current study, detailed data on body measurements with regard to
perceived and ideal body size and body dissatisfaction, as measured with the figure preference task, are presented for a population
based sample of 3837 children. Perceived body size correlations to weight, body mass index [BMI] , and waist circumference were
between 0.41 and 0.54; and to height between 0.12 and 0.21. Odds ratios for lower self-esteem increased with increase in body
dissatisfaction. Gender differences in body dissatisfaction were present but not found in relation to self-esteem. It is concluded that the
figure preference task yields valuable information in epidemiological studies of children as young as 7.5 years of age. It is argued, that
the figure preference task is an additional measurement which theoretically relates to psychological stress in childhood
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A Textbook of Social Psychology
Lemery, Charles

Canadian Psycholagy: Aug 2001; 42, 3; ProQuest
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Indeed, what is most striking about the book is what is missing in it. There is no serious discussion of feminist psychology or feminism (e.g., Cherry, 1993). Nor is
there any mention of postmodernist influences (hermeneutics, Derrida, Foucault), critical psychology (Fox & Prilleltensky, 1997; Tolman, 1994), symbolic
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Hall, 2001, 604 pages (ISBN 0-13-026354-0, CS87.95, Hardcover) Reviewed by CHARLES LEMERY
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interactionism (Mead, Blumer), community psychology, the analysis of discourse, intersubjectivity, Vygotsky's socio-cultural-historical appreach, and so on. For
example, in their two-page over-view of theory in social psychelogy, the authors state that there is "no single, grand theory” but rather a number of loosely
theoretical "models” which find their basis in behaviourism and more recently in cognitivism. This effectively ignores the enormous theoretical and
methodological innovations that | have just listed. In so doing, the authors affirm, unwittingly, what so many have called the "crisis” in general and social
psychology; and that is, the crisis of relevance created by low-level empiricist methodologies and inherent theoretical indeterminancy (Jackson, 1988). In the late
1960s, critics like Kenneth Ring (1967) declared social psychology to be "in a state of profound intellectual disarray” (p. 117). The critique of behavioural-
cognitive-based social psychology has been going on for at least a generation in the work of people like Kenneth Gergen, Rom Harre, Muzafir Sherif, Henri Tajfel,
Serge Moscovici, and scores of others. It is significant that the solutions to the crisis are not being produced within the mainstream but outside it. These
solutions focus on, among other things, the social act (not the individual) as the unit of study, the pervasive phenomenon of intersubjectivity, the relevance of
discourse and narrative, and the ubiguitous influences of culture, history, and ideclogy upon our conception, creation, and practice of scientific activities. Itis
ironic that there are many Canadian academics who are today centrally engaged in the peripheral areas of social psychelogy that this text so steadfastly ignores.
But this omission says more about the book's adherence to the mainstream than about its neglect of Canadian psychology; there can be no doubt that much of
Canadian psychalogy is a direct importation from the American mainstream.
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