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Background: Patients with major depressive disorder (MDD) present heterogeneous clinical symptoms, and childhood abuse is associated with
deepening of psychopathology. The aim of this study was to identify structural brain abnormalities in MDD and to assess further differences in gray
matter density (GMD) associated with childhood abuse in MDD. Methods: Differences in regional GMD between 34 MDD patients and 26 healthy
controls were assessed using magnetic resonance imaging and optimized voxel-based morphometry. Within the MDD group, further comparisons
were performed focusing on the experience of maltreatment during childhood (23 MDD with child abuse vs 11 MDD without child abuse). Results:
Compared with healthy controls, the MDD patient group showed decreased GMD in the bilateral orbitofrontal cortices, right superior frontal gyrus,
right posterior cingulate gyrus, hilateral middle occipital gyri, and left cuneus. In addition, the patient group showed increased GMD in bilateral
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| The Role of Teacher Leadership in How Principals Influence Classroom Instru... |

The Role of T'eacher Leadership in How
Principals Influence Classroom Instruction
and Student Learning

JAMES SEBASTIAN
University of Missouri, Columbia

ELAINE ALLENSWORTH
University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research

HAIGEN HUANG
Miami University

School principals can play an important role in promoting teacher leadership by
delegating authority and empowering teachers in ways that allow them influence
in key organizational decisions and processes. However, it is unclear whether
instruction and student learning are enhanced by promoting teacher influence in
all aspects of school organization or whether it is better for principals to directly
work on certain processes while delegating influence on others. We compare path-
ways from principal leadership through school organizational processes to student
outcomes that include teacher influence as a mediating factor to pathways that do
not include teachers’ influence. Our results suggest that effective principals use
teacher leadership to improve the school learning climate while they work di-
rectly on professional development and school program coherence.
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